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them to eat In the park, but this lapse into bad
manners was unique. In South Wales they had a
great reception and returned via Swansea, Chep-
stowj Momncmth, Ross, Hereford, Worcester,
Birmingham and Warwick, having tasted to the
full ihe .great draught of hero-worship poured out
by even* type of man and woman from a \vide
area of English towns and countryside.
For Hamilton the whole journey must have
been a great strain9 and even before their return
he had become very irritable. He longed for
peace and quiet and complained of the way in
which Emma devoted herself to Xelson and neg-
lected his " interest,35 By this he meant not only
Ms special comforts^ the comforts of an old man,
but also Ms \isits to the British Museum, the
Royal Society and the London picture auctions.
The quarrel was soon patched up, but Hamilton
became more and more Infirm^ and in April3
1803, he died at 23 Piccadilly In Nelson's and
Emma's arms. Their grief was deep and genuine,
despite the opportuneness of the event. Hamilton
in a codicil to Ms will left Xelson the picture of
Emma by !e Brim, es a very small token of the
great regard I have for his Lordship,, the most
virtuous, loyal and truly brave character I ever
met with. God bless him, and shame fall on those
who do not say Amen." Hamilton had never
by the slightest sign shown that he realised the
true nature of Nelson's and Emma's relations,
though lie had written irritably to Greville
complaining of Emma's extravagance, Greville
secured the major part of Ms uncle's fortune,
Emma being left with ^800 a year, but with
Nelson's money there was enough for them both.